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Rezumat. Impactul factorului otoman asupra statutului femeii in Tarile sud-est
europene in Evul Mediu din perspectiva istoriografica. Studiul propune o perspectiva
istoriografica asupra imaginii femeii in Evul Mediu, asa cum este ea reflectata in literatura de
specialitate din Serbia, Bulgaria, Romania si Republica Moldova. Materialul este elaborat
intr-o astfel de manierd incdt sa constituie nu numai o raportare a cercetarilor intreprinse in
domeniul studiilor de gen, ci si sa ilustreze legdtura intre diversele abordari istoriografice din
aria geografica amintitd. Precizarilor teoretice §i de natura contextuala despre aria tematica
studiata li se adaugd o prezentare a impactului factorului otoman asupra cotidianului feminin,
asa cum acesta a fost surprins in impresiile unor caldtori strdini care au tranzitat spagiul sud-
estic european. Se insista asupra detaliilor care permit gruparea rezultatelor cercetarii
referitoare la istoria femeii din Evul Mediu in trei cicluri tematice: monografii istorice
generale, lucrari de specialitate centrate pe viata privatd, monografii tematice specifice
studiilor de gen.

Abstract: The study proposes a historiographic perspective on the image of women in
the Middle Ages, as it is reflected in the historical literature of Serbia, Bulgaria, Romania and
Moldova. The material is designed not only to report the researches conducted in the field of
gender studies, but also to illustrate the link between different historiographical approaches
from the mentioned geographical area. To the theoretical and contextual nature of the studied
thematic area is an added description of the impact of the Ottoman factor on the female daily,
as it was caught in the impressions of foreign travellers who crossed South-Eastern Europe.
The emphasis on the details of the grouping results of research on women's history from the
Middle Ages into three thematic cycles: general historical monographs, papers focused on
privacy, thematic monographs specific to the gender studies.

Résumé: L’impacte du facteur ottoman sur le statut des femmes dans les pays
sud-est européens pendant le Moyen Age de la perspective historiographique. L étude
Ci-jointe propose une perspective historiographique sur l’'image de la femme au Moyen Age,
réfléchie dans la littérature de spécialité de Serbie, Bulgarie, Roumanie et la République
Moldavie. Le matériel ne constitue seulement un rapport des recherches menées dans ce
domaine-ci, mais illustre en méme temps la liaison existante entre les divers abords
historiographiques de [’aire géographique qu’on vient de mentionner. On y ajouta aux
précisions théoriques de nature contextuelle sur ’aire thématique étudiée une présentation
de l'impacte du facteur ottoman sur la vie quotidienne féminine, comme on le surprit dans
les impressions des voyageurs étrangers qui transitérent l’espace sud-est européen. On
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insista aussi sur les détails qui permirent de grouper les résultats des recherches
concernant [’histoire de la femme au Moyen Age en trois cycles thématiques: monographies
historiques générales, ouvrages de spécialité centrés sur la vie privée, monographies
thématiques, spécifiques aux études du genre.

Keywords: women, gender, historiography, the South-Eastern Europe, Ottoman factor,
Middle Ages

Introduction

In recent decades, a massive change has taken a special place in historical
research at the global, European and national level. Despite the large amounts of
scientific literature on women’s and gender history, many thematic units — as
gender-related European past — are almost unknown, and very little research has
been made in this field. In particular, one of these issues is the impact of the
Ottoman factor on the status of women in the conquered countries, in the Middle
Ages. In this study, we shall review the contemporary historical literature of Serbia,
Bulgaria, Romania and Moldova.

Moving on to the research subject, it is necessary to mention that the
territories controlled by the Ottoman Empire had different status: incorporated and
not incorporated. Moldova and Wallachia have not been incorporated into the
empire; they have kept their statehood, language, local laws and customs. The
official religion also maintained its status; these countries were not subject to
Islamization. Unlike these countries, Bulgaria and Serbia were incorporated, and
lost their independence for five centuries. For example, in Bulgaria, the legal status
of Bulgarians was determined by Muslim private law — Sharia. Most Bulgarians
remained Christians, but parts of them were forcibly converted to Islam — such as
the so-called Pomaks, mostly in the Rhodopes; however, they preserved the
Bulgarian language and many traditions.

In modern historical literature there is a common view that the Ottoman
factor in many Christian countries, particularly in the Balkans, meant not only the
negative radical change in the political and religious spheres, but also an
improvement of the people’ lives, in economic terms: trade, granting land to the
peasants etc., especially in rural areas, where “regime change did not bring about
any change, life went on in the tradition of the peoples living there. This is quite a
complex issue, covering various areas and aspects, so we’ll confine to women social
status. In our opinion, the daily life is of particular interest, as it is a most exact and

Ylstonc Padasna [Raphael Louis], Ocmanckan Typyus. Beum, penueus, kyrsmypa [Ottoman
Turkey. Life, religion, culture], Mocksa [Moscow], 2004, pp. 210-211.
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colourful reflection of the changes in the evolution of society by the influence of
external factors.

The state of the problem in regional historiography

Serbian historiography

In recent decades, a large number of studies on the life of the medieval Serb
appeared, describing environment, food and kitchen, private and family life. The
authors also included issues relevant to the medieval Serb woman. An illustration of
this trend is the work entitled Cp6u y cpeomem sexy (Serbs in the Middle Ages)?, and
the collective monograph Ilpusamnu sicueom y cpnckum 3emmama cpeorwee 6eKa
(Family life in the Serbian lands of the Middle Ages)®, where an attempt is made to
examine the daily life of a medieval man. Apart from the aforementioned works,
some aspects of life in medieval Serbia have been discussed in various articles’, such
as the example of Branichevskogo Deftera investigated by Mirjana Bobich®.

A special place in research on women's issues in the Serbian scientific
community takes Svetlana Tomin, Professor at University of Novi Sad. Serbian
scholar wrote a series of articles® and monographs’ about the life of women in

2 C. hupkosuh [Cirkovic, S.], Cpbu y cpeomem sexy [Serbs in the Middle Ages], Beorpan
[Belgrade], 1997.

Ipusamnu scueom y cpnckum 3emmwama cpedree sexa [Family life in the Serbian lands of
the Middle Ages], beorpan [Belgrade], 2004.

*B. Tommh [C. Tosic.], JKusom y cpedmosjexosnom ceny mpebursckoz0 kpaja [Life in
Meddieval Village of the Trebinje Region], in Cpncko ceno. Mozylhinocmu u dawsu npasyu
ucmpaxcusanja [Serbian Village. Opportunities and Further Directions for Research],
Beorpan, [Belgrade], 2003, pp. 19-29; ldem, 3emmwopadmwa y cpedroeexosHoj dicynu
Tpebumwe [Agriculture in the Trebinje Parish], in ,,Godisnjak Drustva istori¢ara Bosne i
Hercegovine” [Yearbook of the Society of Historians of Bosnia and Herzegovina], vol.
XL-XLI, Sarajevo, 1990, pp. 2-58.

M. BoGuh [M. Bobic], Kyfie, nopoouye u sadpyze [Houses, Families and Cooperatives], in
Hacema u cmanosnuwmeo obnacmu bpanxosuha 1455 200ne [Settlements and Population
of the Brankovic Region in the year 1455], Beorpan [Belgrade], 2001, pp. 311-406.

®Ceernana Tomun [Svetlana Tomin], Enucmonapna Krudicesnocm u ceme y Cpnckoj
cpeomwosexosnoj xyamypu [Epistolary Literature and Women in Serbian Medieval
Culture], Cp6uja [Serbia], Hosu Can [Novi Sad], nenem6ap [December] 2004-2005, pp.
89-99; ldem, Kmucomybuse sicene cpnckoz cpedwez eexa. Ilpunoz nosnasarsy [Book
loving Women of the Serbian Middle Ages] in “IlaucueBn yeTeHus. MexayHapoaHa
claBUCTHYHA KoHGepeHuus. Jlureparypo3nanue. Qonkmop” [Paisievo Readings.
International Slavic Conference. Philology. Folklore], tom. 44, ITnosaus [Plovdiv], 2006,
pp. 91-106; ldem, JKencku nuxosu y Homenmujanosom Kumujy ceemoe Cage [Female
Characters in Hagiography of Saint Sava by Dometijan], in Mumorowxu 360pnux
[Mythological collection], Paua-Beorpan [Racha-Belgrade], 2008, pp. 81-92; Idem,
Momug oknesemanoe maaouha. Ilpunoe npedcmaesmarwy sie dcene y KiudcesHocmu [A
Motif of an Allegedly Guilty Young Man. A Case of a Wicked Woman in Literature], in
Melynapoonu nayunu ckyn Barwanyuxu nosembapcxu cycpemu. Hayka, xynmypa u
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medieval Serbia as a whole, and particularly about outstanding women of that era, as
well as comments and reviews on the history of women®. The monographs
Knuzomobuswiescenuyunvicepockoeo Cpeonesexosvs (Book loving: Women of
Serbian Middle Ages) and Myowcecmsennviexcenuyunvicpeonesexosoii  Cepouu
(Courageous women of medieval Serbia)® are based on significant documentary
material of that time and devoted to female aristocrats, queens, princesses, and all the
women who played a role in highest social circles.

Bulgarian historiography

While characterizing the Bulgarian historiography, it should be noted that the
issue of women's image in the Middle Ages did not get coverage in special studies.
But in individual articles and general works on the Middle Ages™, this problem is

uoeonozuja [International Scientific Conference Banja Luka. Science, culture and
ideology], Tom |, Bamanyka [Banja Luka], 2009, pp. 107-116; Idem, Jluurnocmu cpedmwee
sexa — yapuya Mapa Bpanxosuh [Figures of the Middle Ages - Czarina Mara Brankovic],
in Hacmasa u ucmopuja [Teaching and History], vol. 3, Hosu Can [Novi Sad], 2004, pp.
7-17.

" Idem, Kmueomybuse scene cpnckoe cpedrwee sexa [Book loving Women of the Middle
Ages], Hou Cax [Novi Sad], 2007; Idem, [lecnomuya u monaxurwa Aneenuna bpanxosuh
— ceema majra Aneenuna [Duchess an Nun Angelina Brankovic - Holy Mother Angelina],
Hosu Can [Novi Sad], 2007; Idem, Myacacmeene scene cpnckoe cpeomwee sexa ["Manlike
Woman". A Topos of Serbian Medieval Literature], Hoeu Cax [Novi Sad], 2011, p. 260.

8 |dem, Pexoncmpyxyuja cearxoonesnoz scusoma [Reconstruction of Everyday Life], in Smilja
Marjanovic-Dusanic, Danica Popovic (eds.), Ilpusammnu swcusom y cpnckum 3emmama
cpeorse sexa [Private Life in Medieval Serbia], beorpan [Belgrade], 2004; Idem, O jeonom
momugy xocoecke nezende [On one Motif of the Kosovo legend], in Jelka Redjep, The Clear
Water Muddied. The Quarrel of Lazar's Daughters, beorpax-Hosu Can [Belgrade-Novi
Sad], 2006, pp. 1226-1229; Idem, Perceptions of Women in Serbian Medieval Literature, in
“Oriente Cristiano”, vol. 10, nr. 2, Roma, 2006, pp. 75-99; Idem, Cexcyamnocm u opywmeo
Kao crasucmuyxka mema: Ue Jlesun, Cexcyannocm u opyumeo ko0 npagociasiux Cnogena
00 X 0o XVIII eexa [Sex and Society as a Slavic Topic: Sex and Society among the Orthodox
Slavs from X to XVIII century], in “36opuuk MaTuiie cpricke 3a KEHKEBHOCT U jE3HUK™,
Kib. 56, cB. 3, Hosu Cax [Novi Sad], 2008, pp. 710-714; Idem, Glas "druge strane"
["Other Party's" Voice], in Vladislav Djordjevi¢, Benefits of Women, Beograd, 2007,
according to ,,Polja“, nr. 458, jul/avgust, Novi Sad, 2009, pp. 185-187.

ldem, Kmucomybuse xcene cpnckoe cpedmwez sexa [Book loving Women of the Middle
Ages], Novi Sad, 2007; Idem, Myacacmeene sicene cpnckozcpedree gexa [Courageous
Women of Medieval Serbia], Novi Sad, 2011.

19B. 3narapcku [V. Zlatarski], Hcmopus na 6vreapckama Ovparcasa npes cpednume sexoee,
[The history of the medieval Bulgarian state], vol. 3, Codus [Sofia], 1972, pp. 325-326; T
Hankosa-IletkoBa [G. Tsankova-Petkoval, bvreapus npu Acenesyu [Bulgaria under the
reign of the Asen dynasty], Codus [Sofia], 1978, pp. 109-137; I1. Uaauos [l. lvanov],
Bocomunvcku xnueu u necenou [Bogomil Books and Folktales], Cogus [Sofia], 1980; IT.
Myraduues [P. Mutafichev], Hemopus na 6wrecapckuii napoo [History of the Bulgarian
People], Codus [Sofia], 1986.
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partially paid attention too. For instance, in the works of P. Angelov', Yordan
Andreev?, Vzh. B. Venedikov®®, A.D. Vasileva™, dedicated to outstanding male
characters of that time, against the background of their military, administrative and
political activity, stories of mothers, wives and daughters are clearly and concisely
described. Of particular importance is the work of the famous Bulgarian scholar Ivan
Bozhilov™, which in addition to historical information, contains a rich genealogical
material, the role and the political activity of life in which we find invaluable
material. Passages of private life of Bulgarian women in the Middle Ages are
refle%ed in the collective work of Ivan Bozhilova and Vasil Gyuzeleva, published in
2006™".

Romanian historiography

Romanian historiography has a special place in the study of the role and place
of women in society. Over the last 20 years in Romania, a series of studies appeared
in historical and anthropological centres such as: Cluj Napoca, Arad, Bucharest and
lassy. This period is characterized by the emergence of new conceptual works,
fundamental and multidisciplinary research on the legal and social status of women,
family and legal status of women in the family, women's political participation, etc. In
this context, we can mention the work of Maria Magdalena Székely'’, Alexandru |I.

" 11. Anrenos [P. Angelov], Boreapo-cepbekue nonumuyeckue omnouienus 6 200bi nPAGeHUs.
yaps @eooopa Cesmocnasa u xopoas Munymuna [Serbo-Bulgarian Political Realtions
during the Reign of Tsar Feodor Svyatoslav and King Milutyn] in ,,Etudes balkaniques”,
1979, nr. 4, pp. 108-117.

Vopman Amnapees [lordan Andreev], Haonucume npu ceno Heanoeo. Pycencko, u

nocneonume 200unu om scueoma na yap Ieopeu Tepmep I [Written Sources on the

Ivanovo and Rusensko Villages, and the last Years of Tsar George Terter Ist], in

»Bekose”, 1975, nr. 3, pp. 77-84; ldem, Jlecenoume 3a yap Hean [luwman — mum wiu

oeticmeumenrocm [Legends about lvan Shishman: Myths and Reality], in Beauuuemo na

Tvprosepao [The greatness of Tarnovo], Codus [Sofia], 1985, pp. 165-175; Idem,

bvaeapckume xamnogee u yape VII-XIV eex. Hcmopuko-xpononoeuueckuil cnpagoyHux

[Bulgarian “Khans” and Tsars during the VII-XIV" Centuries], Codus [Sofia], 1988.

3B.1. Benenukos [V.1. Venediktov], ITpsusm 6pax na I'aspuun Padomup [First Marriage of
Gavril Radomir], in Céopnux ¢ namemna An. Bypmos [ Work in memoriam Al. Burmov],
Codus [Sofia], 1973.

YA JI. Bacunesa [A.D. Vasileva], Buieapcka Owpocasa npu yap Hean Acems II [The
Bulgarian State during the Rule of Tsar Ivan Asen Il], in Fvareapus 681-1981 [Bulgaria
681-1981], Codus [Sofia], 1981, pp. 134-143.

“Ibidem.

% Vipan Boxwunos, T'tozeneB Bacun [lvan Bozhilov, Vasil Giuzelev], Hcmopus na
cpednosexosna Buvneapus VII-XIV sex [The History of Medieval Bulgaria, VII-XIV"
Centuries], Codus [Sofia], 2006.

M. M. Székely, Neamul lui Nestor Ureche [Nestor Ureke’s family line], in “Anuarul
Institutului de Istorie «A. D. Xenopol»” [Yearbook of A.D. Xenopol Institute of History],
XXX, 1993; Idem, Contributii la genealogia familiei Stroici [Contributions to Stroici
family’s genealogy], in “Arhiva Genealogica” [Genealogical Archive], 1-2, | (VI), 1994,

12



132 Lilia Zabolotnaia

Gonta'®, Matei Cazacu®®, Vasile Gionea®, Violeta Barbu®, Constanta Ghitulescu®,
Sorin Iftimi®®, Alin Ciupala®, lolanda Tighiliu®, Sarolta Solcan®, D. H. Mazilu®'.

pp. 249-253; Idem, Boieri hicleni si inrudirile lor [The disloyal Boyars’ kin], in “Arhiva
Genealogicd”, nr. 1-2, | (VI), 1994, pp. 219-229; Idem, Noi contributii la genealogia
familiei Stroici [New Contributions to Stroici family’s genealogy], in “Arhiva
Genealogicd”, nr. 1-2, I (VII), Iasi, 1995, pp. 65-67; Idem, Teodosia Nicoritoaia si
barbatii ei [Teodosia Nicoritoaia and her spouses], in “Magazin istoric” [Historical
Magazine], XXIX, nr. 7 (340), 1995, pp. 47-52; Idem, Femei-ctitori in Moldova medievala
[Female church-founders in Middle Ages Moldova], in “Anuarul Institutului de Istorie
«A.D. Xenopol», XXXII, 1995; Idem, Pentru o istorie a vietii zilnice [For a Daily-life
History], in “Magazin istoric”, Anul XXXI, nr. 5 (362), 1997, pp. 57-59; Idem, Structuri
de familie in societatea medievald moldoveneasca [Family structures in Medieval
Moldavian Society], in “Arhiva Genealogicd”, IV (1X), nr. 1-2, Iasi, 1997, pp. 59-119;
Idem, Neamul dinspre mama Ilui Petru Rares [The maternal line of Petru Rares], in
“Arhiva Genealogicd”, V (1998), nr. 1-2, pp. 169-178; Idem, Nepotii lui Stefan cel Mare
[The Grandchildren of Steven the Great], in “Arhiva Genealogicd”, V (1998), nr. 1-2, pp.
107-125, ldem, Viata de familie in Moldova medievala [Family life in Middle-aged
Moldova], in “Magazin istoric”, Anul XXXI, nr. 10 (367), 1999, pp. 75-77; M.M. Gorovei,
S.S. Gorovei, Maria Asanina Paleologina. O prinfesd bizantind pe tronul Moldovei [Maria
Asanina Paleologina. A byzantine Princess on the Moldavia’s Throne], Putna, 2006.

Balexandru . Gonta, Femeia si drepturile ei la mostenire In Moldova, dupa ,,obiceiul
pamdntului” [Moldovan Women and their Hereditary Rights according to the “land law™],
in Studii de istorie medievala (texte selectate) [Studies of Medieval History/Selected texts],
Tasi, 1998, pp. 269-276.

9 M. Cazacu, A existat aprodul Purice? [Has Usher Purice existed?], in “Magazin istoric”,
Anul 1V, nr. 4, 1970, p. 69; Idem, Pierre Mohyla (Petru Movilg) et la Roumanie: essai
historique et bibliographique, in “Harvard Ukrainian Studies™, nr. 1/2, VIII, 1984, pp. 193-
195; Idem, La famille et le statut de la femme en Moldavie (XIV — XIX siécles), in “Revista
de Istorie Sociala”, I1-111 (1997-1998), lasi, 1999, pp. 1-16.

20 vasile Gionea, Quelques aspects du mariage dans I’ancien droit roumain entre 1646-1865,
in “Recherches sur I’histoire des institutions et du droits”, 1981, nr. 6, pp. 23-27; Idem,
Logodna si casatoria in dreptul roman vechi [Engagement and Marriage in Old Romanian
Law], in Studii de drept constituzional si istoria dreptului [Constitutional law and history
of law studies], vol. I11, Bucuresti, 1995, pp. 78-85.

1 y. Barbu, ,,Ceea ce Dumnezeu a unit, omul si nu disparta”. Studii asupra divorfului in
Tara Romdneasca in perioada 1780-1850 [“What God has united, man should not set
apart”. Considerations on Divorce endeavours in the Romanian Kingdom during 1780-
1850], in “Revista de Istorie” [Historical Review], I, nr. 11-12, 1992, pp. 1143-1155;
Idem, Pagini din istoria casatoriei in Tarile Romdne. Cdsdatoria ca sacrament (secolul al
XVIl-lea) [Pages from Marriage History in Romanian Principalities. Marriage viewed as a
Sacred Union (XVII™ century)], in “Studii si Materiale de Istorie Medie” [Studies and
materials of Medieval History], vol. XXIII, 2005, Bucuresti, pp. 101-117.

2 Constanta Vintild Ghitulescu, Zestrea intre norma si practica. Tara Romdneasca in secolul
al XVll-lea (1) [Normative and Practical sides of the Dowry. The Romanian Kingdom
during the XVIIth century], in “Studii si Materiale de Istorie Medie”, vol. XVII11, 2000, pp.
213-222; Idem, Zestrea ntre norma si practica. Tara Romdneasca in secolul al XVII-lea
(1) [Normative and Practical sides of the Dowry. The Wallachian Principality during the
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These works are based on the methodology of modern European and, in particular,
French School of History®.

XVIIth century], in “Studii si Materiale de Istorie Medie”, vol. XVIII, 2001, pp. 255-263;
Idem, Familie si societate in Tara Romdneascad (secolul al XVII-lea) [Family and Society
in the Wallachian Principality (XVII-th Century)], in “Studii si Materiale de Istorie
Medie”, vol. XX, 2002, pp. 89-114; Idem, In salvari si cu islic. Bisericd, sexualitate,
casatorie §i divort in Tara Romdneasca a secolului al XVIIl-lea [With short trousers and
ishlic. Church, Sexuality, Marital Union and Divorce in the Wallachian Principality of the
18" century], 1% edition, Bucuresti, 2004.

2 8. Gh. Iftimi, Sigilii de doamne si domnite ale Moldovei [Seals of Moldovian Queens and
Princesses], in “Arhiva Genealogica”, II (VII), nr. 1-2, lasi, 1995, pp. 291-305; Idem,
Curtea Doamnei. 1. Dregatori si slujitori ai Doamnelor Moldovei [The Queen’s Court.
Valets and Servants of Moldavian Ladies], in “Anuarul Institutului de Istorie «A.D.
Xenopol»”, XXXII, 1995, pp. 423-440; Idem, Sigilii ale doamnelor din Tara Romdneascd
(secolele XVI-XVIII) [Seals of the Wallachian Principality’s Queens (XVI-XVIIIth
centuries)], in “Arhiva Genealogica”, V (1998), nr. 1-2, pp. 329-345; Idem, Ipostaze
feminine intre medieval si modern [Between Modern and Medieval Female Postures], in
“Revista de Istorie Sociala” [Review of the Social History], IV-VII, 1999-2002; Idem, Un
model cultural oriental: sotiile ale domnilor romdni (secolele XVI-XVII) [An Oriental
Cultural Model: Romanian Princes’ Spouses (XVI-XVII-th Century)], in De Potestate.
Semne si expresii in Evul Mediu romanesc [De Potestate. Signs and Phrases in Romanian
Middle Ages], lasi, 2006; Idem, Doamnele si puterea. Statutul doamnei in Tarile Romane.
(Un proiect de cercetare) [Women and Power. The women’s status in the Romanian
Principalities. A research Project], in De Potestate. Semne si expresii in Evul Mediu
roménesc [De Potestate. Signs and Phrases in Romanian Middle Ages], Iasi, 2006; Idem,
Apanaje si surse de venit ale doamnelor din Moldova §i Tara Roméaneascd [Land
Ownership and other Income Sources of Moldavian and Wallachian Ladies] in De
Potestate. Semne si expresii in Evul Mediu romdnesc [De Potestate. Signs and Phrases in
Romanian Middle Ages], Iasi, 2006.

% A. Ciupala, Femeia in societatea romdneascd a secolului al XIX-lea. Intre public si privat
[Women within Romanian Society during the 19" Century. Between Public and Private],
Bucuresti, 2003.

2, Tighiliu, Societate si mentalitate in Tara Romdneasca si Moldova in secolele XV-XVII
[Society and Mentality in the Wallachia and Moldavia during the 15-17" Centuries],
Bucuresti, 1997.

S, Solcan, Familia in secolul al XVll-lea in Tdarile Romdne [Family in Romanian
Principalities during the 17" Century], Bucuresti, 1999; Idem, Femeile din Moldova,
Transilvania si Tara Romdneasca in Evul Mediu [Women from Moldavia, Transylvania
and Wallachia during Middle Ages], Bucuresti, 2005.

" D.H. Mazilu, Vaduvele sau despre istorie la feminin [The Widows, or about History at
Feminine], Bucuresti, 2008.

%8René Metz, Le statut de la femme en droit canonique médieval, in La Femme, Recueils de la
Société Jean Bodin pour [’histoire comparative des institutions, Il, Bruxelles, 1962; P.
Grimal (coord.), Histoire mondiale de la femme,vol. I, Paris, 1965; M. Piettre, La
condition feminine & travers les ages, Paris, 1974; Jacques Heers, Le clan familial au
Moyen Age. Etude sur les structures politiques et sociales des millieux urbains, PUF,
Paris, 1974; Alain Collomp, Ménage et famille. Etudes comparatives sur la dimension et la
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Moldovan historiography

The history of women has been reflected in the Moldovan historiography, too.
Some passages of women’s lives during the Middle Ages have been, partially
highlighted in the works of P. Sovetov®, A. Galben®, I. Eremia®, A. Esanu®, A.

structure du groupe domestique, in “Annales E.S.C.”, 29¢ année, no. 3, 1974, pp. 777-786;
Mikhaél Harsgor, L’esor des bdtards nobles au XVe siecles, in “Revue historique”, 514,
avril-juin, 1975, pp. 319-354; Alain Ducellier, Le dram de Byzance. Idéale échec d’une
sociéte chrétienne, Paris, 1976; M. Albistur, D. Armogathe, Histoire du feminisme
francais. Du Moyen Age & nos jours, Vol. I-ll, Paris, 1977; Bernard Guenée, Les
genéalogies entre [’histoire et la politique: la fierté d’étre Capétien, en France, au Moyen
Age, in “Annales E.S.C.”, 33e année, no. 3, 1978, pp. 450-477; E. Power, La femme au
Moyen Age, Paris, 1979; Y. Knibiehler, C. Fouquet, L histoire de méres du Moyen Age d
nos jours, Paris, 1980; Georges Duby, Le chevalier, la femme et le prétre, Paris, 1981;
Anita Guerreau-Jalabert, Sur les structures de parenté dans [’Europe mediévale, in
“Annales E.S.C.”, 36e année, nr.. 6, 1981, pp. 1020-1038; Fhillipe Ariés, Le mariage
indissoluble, in Phillipe Ariéset, André Bejin (eds.), Sexualites occidentales, Paris, 1982;
Robert Delort, La vie au Moyen Age, Paris, 1982; Phillipe Ariés, L amour dans le mariage,
in Phillipe Arieset, Andre Bejin (eds.), Sexualités occidentales, Paris, 1982; Robert Delort,
La vie au Moyen Age, Paris, 1982; Claude Grimmer, La femme et le batard. Amours
illégitimes et secrétes dans [’ancienne France, 1983; D. Gourevitch, Le mal d’étre femme,
Paris, 1984; J. L. Flandrin, Failles, parenté, maison, sexualité dans [’ancienne SOCiété,
Paris, 1984; R. Pernoud, La femme au temps des cathedrales, Paris, 1984; A. Burguiére, C.
Klapisch-Zuber, M. Segalen, F. Zonabend, Histoire de la famille, Vol. |, Paris, 1986; A.
Burguiére, Pour une typologie des formes d’organisation domestique de I’Europe moderne
(XVle-XIXe siécles), in “Annales E.S.C.”, 41e année, 1986; Evelyn Patlagean, Familles et
parenté les a Byzance, in A. Burguiere, C. Klapisch-Zuber, M. Segalen, F. Zonabend,
(eds.), Histoire de la famille,, vol. 1l: Temps médiévaux: Orient, Occident, Paris, 1986, pp.
214-222; Georges Duby, Male Moyen Age. De [’amour et autre essais, Paris, 1988; ldem,
Structures de parenté et noblesse dans la France du Nord aux Xle-etXlle siecles, in La
société chevaleresque. Hommes et structures du Moyen Age (l), Paris, 1988; M. Rouche, J.
Heuclin, La femme au Moyen Age, Maubeuge, 1990; Georges Duby, L ‘histoire continue,
Paris, 1991; E. Amt, Women'’s Lives in Medieval Europe, London, 1993; Hervé Martin,
Mentalités médiévales Xle-Xve siécle, Paris, 1996; Jacques Le Goff, La civilisation de
1’Occident médiéval, Paris, 1997; FrancoiseThélamon, Ecrire [ histoire des femmes, Saint
Cloud, 1998; Madeleine Lazard, Le savenues de Fémynie. Les femmes et la Renaissance,
Paris, 2001; Georges Duby, Michelle Perrot, Histoiry des femmes en Occident, vol. 1-V,
Paris, 2001-2002; Godineau Dominique, Les femmes dans la société frangaise, XVle-
XVllle siecle, Paris, 2003; Raul Mordeni, Les livres de familli en Italie, in “Annales”, LIX,
2004, nr. 4, pp. 785-804; Claude C. Bérard, Ch. Klapisch-Zuber, Mémoire des oier des
autres dans livres de famille italiens, in “Annales”, LIX, 2004, nr. 4, pp. 804-821; Dror
Ze'evi, Producing Desire: Changing Sexual Discourse in the Ottoman Middle East, 1500-
1900, Berkeley and London: University of California Press, 2006, 223 p.; Heather Madar,
Before the Odalisque: Renaissance Representations of Elite Ottoman Women, in “Early
Modern Women: An Interdisciplinary Journal”, vol. 6, 2011, pp. 1-42.

» Coseros, ITasen [Sovetov, Pavel], Hccreoosanus no ucmopuu geodanusma ¢ Mondose
[Inquiries on the history of Moldavian feudalism], Chisinau, 1972, pp. 317-322; Idem,



The impact of the Ottoman Factor on the Status of Women 135

Felea®™. It is important to note that female subjects were outside the academic
research, and appeared purely episodic until the turn of XX-XXI centuries. Only in
the last decade, women's history has become one of the new interdisciplinary research
directions in the modern historiography of Moldova. The subject aroused a true
interest, mostly by the appearance of a number of papers dedicated to the new social
history. The main priority in women's history in the Middle Ages and modern times

Hpecmynﬂenue U HaxkasdHue. Ouepkuu Cmopuu 006141020 npaea u 3AKOHO0AMenbCmea
cpednesekosoti Mondasuu) [Crime and punishment. The History of the Medieval
Moldavian Common Law and Jurisprudence], in “Stratumplus”, nr. 6, 2001-2002,
St.Petersburg- Chisinau-Odessa-Bucharest, pp. 26-152.

%Andrei Galben, Din “obiceiul paméantului” al Moldovei feudale (sec. XVl — prima jumdtate
a sec. al XIX) [From Feudal Moldavia’s “land customs” (XVIlI-th — first half of the XIX-
th century)], Chisinau, 1986; Idem, 43 ucmopuu ¢eooarvnozo npasa XVIII - nawana XIX

66. [Medieval History of the 18" — beginging of 19" Centuries], Chisiniu, 1988.

. Eremia, Relatiile externe ale lui Vasile Lupu (1634-1653) [Vasile Lupu’s Foreign

Relations (1643-1653)], Chisindu, 1999.

2A. N Emany [A.l. Esanu], lxora u npoceewenue ¢ Monoasuu (XV- nauano XVIII a.)
[Schooling and education in Moldova (15" — begining of 18" century)], Chisinau, 1983,
pp. 66-77; A.L. Esanu, V. Esanu, Maria — Oltea, mama lui Stefan cel Mare [Maria-Oltea,
Mother of Steven the Great], in ,,Accente” [Accents], Chisindu, 2004, 4 martie, p. 5; Idem,
Doamnele si descendentii lui Dimitrie Cantemir [The Ladies and the Descedents of
Dimitrie Cantemir], in Dinastia Cantemirestilor. Secolele XVII-XVIII [The Cantemir
Dynasty. 17-18" centuries], Chisinau, 2008, pp. 444-490.

$Alina Felea, Impactul otoman n viata cotidianda si mentalitatea ordsenilor din Moldova n
perioada mijl. sec. XVII- mijl. sec. XVIII [The Ottoman Influence on the Everyday Life and
Mentality of Moldavian townspeople during the mid 17" — mid 18" Centuries], in “Revista
de istorie a Moldovei” [History Review of Moldova], Chisinau, 2000, n. 3-4, pp. 76-85;
Idem, Unele aspecte din cotidianul si mentalitatea orasului medieval din Moldova in a
doua jumatate a secolului al XVIl-lea - secolul al XVIII-lea [Some aspects regarding the
dailylfe and mentality of Medieval town of Moldova during the second half of the 17" —
18" centuries] in “Restitutio in integrum”, Chisinau, 2000, pp. 47-50; Idem, Testamentele
din Tara Moldovei — continuare a traditiei bizantine [Wills from Moldavia - the extension
of the Byzantine Traditions], in Traditie si reforma n dreptul roménesc [Customs and
Reforms in the Romanian Law], Iasi, 2008, pp. 20-29.

Lilia Zabolotnaia, Situatia femeilor din Moldova in Evul Mediu. Imaginea, statutul social,
drepturile §i obligatii (secolul al XVI-lea - mijlocul secolului al XVII-lea) [Women’s
condition in Middle-aged Moldova. The image, social status, rights and responsibilities
(16™ C — mid 17" C)], in ROMANIA: A Crossroads of Europe, The Center for Romanian
Studies. lagi-Oxford-Palm Beach-Portland, 2002, pp. 43-45; Idem, Femeile in Moldova
medievala (sec. XVI-XVIl) [Women in Medieval Moldova, 16" -18" centuries], in ,,Revista
de Istorie a Moldovei”, nr. 4, Chisinau, 2007, pp. 74-85; Idem, IIpasosoe noroscenue
arcenuun 6 cpeonesexosoil Monoose [The legal status of Middle-aged Moldavian Women],
in l'endepnoe pasnonpasue 6 Poccuu. Martepuansl MEXIyHAPOAHOH KOH(EpeHLHH
Ipasosoe nonoscenue sncenuun 6 Poccuu: euepa, ceeoons, zasmpa [Gender equality in
Russia. Proceedings of the International Conference “The legal status of women in Russia:
Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow”. Program of the International Conference], St.
Petersburg, 2008, pp. 128-132.

31|



136 Lilia Zabolotnaia

are: the image of the woman®, women's daily life®, the legal status of women and its
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and political and public life*, family relationships*, etc
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Argumentation

In this study, special attention is paid to the influence of the Ottoman factor on
the women’ life style, such as: clothing, behaviour, food, etc. The information on
women’s clothing, hairstyles in the Romanian principalities, is quite controversial.
Besides, in the statements of foreigners of the XVI century it was frequently
mentioned the difference between women in Moldova and Wallachia in this regard. A
diplomat from Dalmatia, Anton Verancsics (Verantio) (1504-1543), in his work
entitled Description of Transylvania, Moldavia and Wallachia, said: “Their customs
are barbaric. As to the clothing, they do not look like the Wallachian, who practically
took over the fashion of the Turks, while Moldovans firmly adhere to their own
clothes and if someone, tried to take over anything from clothing or weapons from the
Turks, was to be punished by death™. Continuing, Anton Verancsics highlighted the
fact, that “The Wallachians has no rules on clothing [...] almost all are dressed like
Turks, while the Moldovan boyars adorn themselves with numerous rings, dress in
clothes made of silk, embroidered with gold thread, colourful fringed, wear chain
around the neck and bracelets and various other decorations that are hung from the
left shoulder, across the chest, the right hand to the foot «83 A similar description left
Nicolaus Olahus, who wrote that “Moldovans are the same language, traditions,
customs, and the same religion, but they differ in the clothes to a certain extent” (in
comparison with the Wallachians, our note)*.

John Newbery visited two cities, lasi and Renee (Tomarovo) in 1582, and left a
lively description of them. These cities were significantly different from each other in
terms of administrative and functional significance, ethnic, religious, etc. In
particular, he wrote: “In Tomarovo children are like Indians, with small earrings.
Women wear huge silver buttons, which hung over the ears and cloth, twisted in a
large wreath on the head, which is very similar to the Turkish turban, and on top of it,
a smaller blade, the upper part of the garment is decorated around with large silver
buttons. And young girls are wearing braided hair, over which hung silver coins, and
on top of the head a round silver clasp, adorned with precious stones; the sleeves are
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from 1795], in “Revista de Istorie a Moldovei”, nr. 3, Chisinau, 2007, pp. 86-92.
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Tarile Romdane [Foreign Travellers about the Romanian Countries], vol. I, Bucuresti, 1968,
p. 404.
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wide and short, on the shoulders they wear two large silver circles, the belt they have
five or six knives, and the neck is no jewellery. Common people are mostly
barefoot™. We are of the opinion that the compilers of the first volume of the
collection Foreign travellers about the Romanian Countries, who claim that John
Newbery, describes children and women of Tatar origin. At the same time, on his
visit in the city of lasi, John Newbury, wrote that there, “Women wear Turkish
dresses and big turbans with 2-3 discs, decorated with stones on all sides by a turban,
dress at the front bottom, are decorated with stones and they wear earrings like large
disks with a string of fine pearls, well-fixed to both ears, and the girls wear with the
decoration on the head, like the church mitre, on which the hair is laid across, and
some children wear with a twisted thread in their ears like the Indians”.*®

Considering the John Newbury notes, we can assume that the author was likely
to describe urban women of superior social condition, upper classes from the cities of
Reni and lasi, who probably belonged to the aristocratic homes of Turkish origin,
possibly, Moldovan, who imitated and dressed accordingly, with the Turkish fashion.
This is evidence from the sources of the first half of the XVII century. The
description of children, is rather unexpected, especially their likeness with Indian
children, which finds no confirmation in the sources of the era.

The Italian monk, Niccolo Barsi (1633-1639)*" pointed out that women in
Moldova dressed in the Turkish fashion: “Moldovans dress like the Turks, from which
they differ only in that the latter are a forelock of hair, which begins from the crown
of the head and reach the forehead on the width of three fingers somewhere. The
Moldavian women, as | say, don’t cover their faces, while Turkish women always
have the face covered [...]”*. In his writings Niccolo Barsi also compares women of
different faiths: “Moldavian women differ from the Catholic ones with the fact that
they wear earrings”*°. This description is deeply confusing, because in this period,
the whole of Europe wore earrings, including men, especially of aristocratic origin. It
is interesting that the earrings as a decoration never played a central role in worship.

The famous Marco Bandini who lived for many years in Moldova and knew
the traditions, customs and manners of the Moldovan people, wrote about the
imitation of the eastern fashion. In particular, during 1646, he wrote: “The clothes are
long to toe in the Turkish custom, and other eastern nations. They especially like to
wear silk, and though they often do not have enough bread to somehow satisfy a
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* The following portray does not relate to Moldavian female’s clothing (see the remarks of
the authors, Ibidem, p. 517).
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hungry stomach, but as to the clothing they are very demanding, they all look like
small barons. Silver and gold buttons sparkle on the chest and sleeves. Outerwear or
<toga> with long sleeves is especially worn. A quilting (lining) of sable fur is often
worn not only by the boyars, but by merchants, too. Women and girls garments are
similar, but not with long sleeves. Women and girls of aristocratic origin wear
expensive rings, belts, bracelets, stones and pearls, but men only rings™™.

We believe that these discrepancies in the description of foreigners are due to
various reasons. First of all, the descriptions are rather subjective, since each of them,
had their own vision of the things. Secondly, it’s important to mention that foreign
travellers described different cities, which are heterogeneous by their ethnic and
social composition, as well as the various time intervals. Besides, we should take into
consideration, that the travellers spent a different period of time, short for some, and
on the contrary, long for others, who lived for many years in certain areas. There also
was a natural and regional difference between the cities. Third, it was important,
whether foreigners dwelled in the area. There was also a big difference between
king’s palace, aristocratic estate (house), common urban areas, craftsmen or
agricultural districts, and home of the poorest segments of the population.

Conclusions

In summary, | would like to emphasize that the present state of historical
literature of Serbia, Bulgaria, Romania and Moldova on women's history can be
divided into three thematic categories:

* General works on the Middle Ages;

* Research into the private life of the era;

* Thematic monographs and articles on women's history.

There are no specific studies on the influence of the Ottoman factor on the
status of women:

I. First, in countries which the Islamization of the population occurred — for
example, Bulgaria — the women who converted to Islam changed not only religion,
but also the status: a. familial; b. social; c. legal (property-legal relations).

Il. Second, in the unincorporated and non-Muslim countries, presence of
Ottoman domination was noted. Particularly, in Moldova, in some cases, Moldovans
rulers had to ask permission to marry for themselves and their daughters. An
illustrative example is the ruler Vasile Lupu, who had to get approval from the Sultan
for his second marriage to Catherine of Circassia. The youngest daughter of Vasile
Lupu for years was held hostage in Istanbul (where, incidentally, got excellent
education!), and then only with the permission of the Sultan got married.

*%1hidem, p. 330.
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I1l. Third, as sources indicate the era, the Ottoman factor affected the way of
life of the conquered peoples: clothes, food, hairstyle etc.

However, in our view, the topic deserves special attention and requires united
efforts for publishing a collective work of researchers in the field of women's history,
from the countries conquered by the Ottoman Empire. In particular, on the example of
women's history through the prism of historical, anthropological and interdisciplinary
approach will permit to:

¢ avoid asymmetrical interpretation of historical events and processes;

o identify aspects of national and cultural identity of the conquered peoples;

e include in the study the problems of everyday life, spirituality and the role of
the individual;

o consider the process of crossing, interpenetration and interaction of cultures,
the exchange of cultures;

¢ avoid politicization and reinterpretation of history.

Research in the field of women's history, will help researchers to move out of
the plane of political area into the anthropological research.



